Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr.

April 15, 1960 - May 28, 2024

On Friday, April 15, 1960, a bouncing, bubbly baby boy was born to loving
parents Edward and Lola Burkley, whom they affectionately named Norris
David Burkley. Norris was welcomed home by two older brothers, Edward Il
and Mark. He enjoyed his playtime with his older brothers and was the center
of their world. After a few years, Norris was promoted to the role of "Big
Brother" to baby sister Kim, who became his partner in crime.

Norris's education began at John F. Kennedy and Luciano Lockhart
Elementary Schools. During his elementary years, Norris' mother and father
divorced. He became the baby brother to Floyd "Duke" Williams Il when
Norris' mother met and married his bonus dad, Rev. Floyd N. Williams Sr.,
who affectionately called him his "Baby Boy." Norris was baptized at the age
of five years old and was a very active member of the Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church. He served on the Youth Usher Board, sang in the Youth and
Young Adult Choir, and participated in all church activities. Norris also traveled
with many of the youth as a delegate for the National Convention of America,
Inc.

Norris loved singing and became a member of the Houston City Wide Youth
Crusade Chorus choir under the direction of Dr. Lillian Cook Mitchell. He also
sang with Recording Artist Olivia Branch Walker. Two of his favorite songs to
sing were "Even Me" and “When Sunday Comes.”



Norris entered Jack Yates Senior High School in September 1975, where he
played football as an offensive lineman. After graduating high school in 1978,
he matriculated to Prairie View A&M University, where he earned a Bachelor
of Arts in Business Administration in 1986.

Prior to graduating from college, Norris met the love of his life, a young lady
named Debra Bacon. The two were inseparable and spent many date nights
going to the movies, late-night dinners, walks in the park, and picnics dressed
alike in cowboy attire, wearing boots and hats. They enjoyed taking long car
rides and spent countless hours talking on the phone, hanging onto each
other's every word and eagerly awaiting the next conversation. Norris was so
smitten by Debra's beauty and personality that he couldn't wait to marry her,
knowing that "he who findeth a wife, findeth a good thing." On April 5, 1986,
they entered into holy matrimony, as the two became one. As a husband, he
rose to the occasion to provide for his wife, beginning a career with the
Internal Revenue Service where he dedicated ten years of service with
integrity. The couple soon changed their titles from Mr. and Mrs. to Mom and
Dad when they were blessed with their first son, Norris D. Burkley Il, and four
years later, were blessed again with a son named Mark A. Burkley.

Norris was a devoted husband and father who enjoyed family time, going to
the park, having movie nights at home, watching his boys play basketball,
football, and soccer. He also loved going to the beach for picnics, walking, and
playing in the sand.

Norris had a true love and passion for cars. Many who knew him could often
find him washing and waxing them daily. Although his fleet was not large, two
of his favorite rides included a Ford Thunderbird and a Pontiac Trans Am.
Despite graduating college with a degree in Business, he could have entered
the world of comedy as a comedian and taken the stage by storm with his



hearty laughs and continuous jokes that kept people laughing long after
parting ways.

His journey in faith began early when he accepted the call to the Ministry in
1981 under the leadership of Dr. F. N. Williams Sr. Rev. Burkley was ordained
in 1991 and called to pastor the Mount Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church in
Navasota, Texas, where he faithfully served for three years. On March 27,
1994, he accepted God’s final assignment to pastor the Mount Olive
Missionary Baptist Church in Galveston, Texas. Under his leadership, several
auxiliaries were organized, including the Youth Usher Board and the Youth
Praise and Drill Team. He instituted the “Hour of Power” and nurtured the
Golden Stewards. He also provided the youth of Mt. Olive with experiences
similar to those he had growing up at Antioch, taking them to many
associations and conventions. Pastor Burkley would preach and teach God’s
word weekly, where many souls were saved, man rededicated their lives back
to Christ as they gave Pastor Burkley their hand and God their heart.

He oversaw the acquisition of the Galveston Historical Landmark in 2007,
which resulted in the church being awarded historical recognition for the old
and new sanctuaries after 131 years of existence in the community.

In 2008, Galveston Island was devastated by Hurricane lke, displacing
thousands of islanders. Despite city officials evacuating the entire city and
forbidding residents from entering the island, Pastor Burkley was determined
to return to the church, which faced an eleven-foot surge and four feet of
water, rendering the building uninhabitable. Seeking God's wisdom and
guidance, he led Mt. Olive in a massive rebuilding effort. In November 2008,
Pastor Burkley partnered with Congresswoman Sheila Jackson hosting an
outdoor town hall meeting on the church parking lot where she met with
political officials, community leaders, and federal emergency management



staff. Pastor Burkley was one of the founding leaders of the Galveston
Northside Task Force, which was instrumental in bringing much-needed relief
efforts to the city.

Pastor Burkley had a huge heart for God’s people. To some, he was a father,
a friend, a listener, a prayer warrior, and one whose mission in life was for
everyone to love one another as Jesus loved the church. He was a
compassionate and dedicated servant of God and a true shepherd to the
Mount Olive flock as he loved his church with his whole heart. He dedicated
his life to spreading the message of love, hope, and salvation to all who
crossed his path. He encouraged the membership to live their lives with faith,
to have brotherly love one towards another, and to seek God in everything.
His door was always open to offer guidance, support, and prayer in times of
joy and times of struggle.

Pastor Burkley was a man of faith, prayer, and encouragement, and was
committed to his calling. Although he lived through sickness and sometimes
physical suffering, he found renewed strength through his Savior Jesus Christ
and continued to inspire others with his unwavering dedication to the Ministry
of Christ. Whether he preached God’s word from his wheelchair or from his
hospital bed, he continued to declare that God is merciful, faithful, and a
rewarder to them who diligently seek him.

Pastor Burkley’s influence extended beyond his congregation, where he
served as Chaplain of the Galveston Police Department, graduating from the
Department’s 28th Citizens Academy. He continually offered community
activities, hosted meetings, and collaborated with city, county, and state
officials to improve the lives of others in the community.

His dedication to service was reflected in his roles as the Special Assistant to
the former Director General of the Missionary Baptist General Convention of



Texas, a member of the Independent Missionary Baptist General Association
of Texas, the National Baptist Convention of America Inc., the Baptist
Ministers Association of Galveston/Galveston County, and the Galveston
Baptist Association. Pastor Burkley was one of the co-founders of the
Fellowship United District Association of Texas and was a member of several
other religious organizations. His perseverance to ensure a better quality of
life for others, whether spiritually, physically, or economically was always at
the forefront of his ministry.

Pastor Burkley’s legacy is one of unwavering faith, community service, and
profound leadership, as he believed “Only What You Do for Christ will Last.”
He will be deeply missed by his family, congregation, and every life he
touched. Pastor Burkley answered the call from labor to reward and moved
from his earthly body to his heavenly home on May 28, 2024 from the
University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, Texas. He is preceded in
death by his father, Edward Burkley Sr., mother, Lola Burkley Davis, and
brother, Edward Burkley Ill.

Left to cherish his memories of love and legacy are his loving and devoted
wife of 38 years, Debra Burkley; loving sons, Norris D. Burkley Il and Mark A.
Burkley; daughter-in-law, Felshia Burkley; grandson and armor bearer, Norris
D. Burkley llI; father, Pastor F. N. Williams Sr. (Cuney); sister, Kim Milstead
(Michael); brothers, Mark Burkley and Pastor F. N. Williams Il (Tracy); father
and mother-in-law, Earl and Florence Bacon; brother-in-law, Keith Bacon
(Michelle); sister-in-law, Towanna Thompson (Michael); godchildren,
LaQuisha Samuels, Jakirrah Jenkins; a host of nieces, nephews, family,
friends, the members of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church, and his furry
son, Rocky Burkley.



Cemetery Details

Paradise North Cemetery

10410 W Montgomery Rd
Houston, TX 77088

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 13. 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
3602 Sealy
Galveston, TX 77550

Reception

JUN 13. 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM (CT)

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
3602 Sealy
Galveston, TX 77550

Visitation

JUN 14. 9:00 AM (CT)

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
3602 Sealy
Galveston, TX 77550



Celebration of Life

JUN 14. 11:00 AM (CT)

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
3602 Sealy
Galveston, TX 77550

Burial

JUN 14. 3:30 PM (CT)

Paradise North Cemetery
10410 W Montgomery Rd
Houston, TX 77088



Tribute Wall

Jacklyn Alexander lit a candle in memory of ]

Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr.

Jacklyn Alexander - June 26, 2024 at 02:35 AM

1 file added to the album Bordelon Family Photos

Fredriecka Taylor - June 20, 2024 at 07:10 PM

Fredriecka Taylor lit a candle in memory of 1
Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr.

Fredriecka Taylor - June 15, 2024 at 11:33 PM



Jesus Says To His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he
must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. Whoever
loses his life for My Sake will find it" Matthew 16:24. "Soon as my feet
touch Zion. I'm gonna lay down my heavy burden. I'm gonna put on my
robe In Glory. I'm gonna shout and tell THE GLAD STORY! | shall wear
a golden crown. Soon as | see King Jesus!" Rest now IN GOD'S
ETERNAL PEACE, Pastor Norris D. Burkley, Sr. Love, strength,
comfort and our Lord's Transcending Peace to wife, Debra, and The
Burkley Family. Love you and praying. Fredriecka and Son, Robert E.
Taylor,Il Amen.

Fredriecka Taylor - June 16, 2024 at 12:06 AM

Fredriecka & Son, Robert Taylor lit a candle in I
memory of Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr.

Fredriecka & Son, Robert Taylor - June 15, 2024 at 11:29 PM

7 files added to the album Bordelon Family Photos

Ms.Fredriecka Taylor - June 15, 2024 at 06:58 PM



Thanking God for Your Loving Kindness ]
during Mark's time @ Ball High School!

Praying For and With Your Family! |
Linda Fisher-Griggs u

Linda Fisher-Griggs - June 14, 2024 at 09:50 AM

Do not fear, for | am with you, Do not anxiously look about you , for |
am God | | will strengthen you...I will uphold you. ISAIAH 41:10
Thinking of you as you walk through this difficult time, and asking
God to show his love in unmistakable ways.

Sending love and prayers. ,Cousins Gwen and Larry Carson

Gwen Carson - June 14, 2024 at 12:02 AM

Thank you for your stirring words of
inspiration.

|
LaSonya Thompson - June 13, 2024 at 10:57 PM

| was bless to be in Fashion Show with I
Pastor. He mad the event memories to keep.

Praying for 1 Lady D. Burkley, Family and I
Church. An amazing men has receive his “
reward, walking the streets of GOLD.

Jeanette Caligone - June 13, 2024 at 08:07 PM



To Sis. Burkley, and all the members of the |
Burkley Family and The Mt. Olive Baptist

Church, you have my deepest sympathy, | i
condolences and prayers. Thanking God for u
His servant Pastor Norris D Burkley Sr. He is

loved and will truly be missed.
Sis. Linda Tillman and Family

Linda Tillman - June 13, 2024 at 04:46 PM

Praying that God will continue to give the family strength in the days to
come!

McDaniel Twins - June 13, 2024 at 06:39 PM

My family share so many joyful, happy "
memories with Pastor Burkley. He worked

with my grandchildren in all the Baptist Youth |
activities and conventions, also our Ave. L. u
Baptist Church Family bond. Our love,

prayers and condolences to Sis. Burkley, the entire Burkley Family
and the Mt. Olive Baptist Church. Family.
From, Sis. Vera and Sis. Tina Carter and Family.

Vera Carter - June 13, 2024 at 02:24 PM
Marsha G Clark planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Pastor Norris D.

Burkley Sr..

Marsha G Clark - June 13, 2024 at 09:09 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr..

June 13, 2024 at 09:09 AM

He was so kind hearted. He prayed for me when my father ,mother
& brothers transitioned over.He was just so kind . | am truly grateful
for him being there

Julian Lewis Woodard - June 12, 2024 at 10:22 PM

your Husband was a wonderful person who ]
touched many lives will be truly missed.

Debra may you find strength and solace in the
memories you shared together. Please accept
my heartfelt condolences on the passing of
your husband. Ms,Gerald Young utmb

Gerald Young - June 12, 2024 at 10:51 AM

Paul and Jackie Green purchased the Simply Ele
gant Spathiphyllum for the family of Pastor Norris
D. Burkley Sr..

Paul and Jackie Green - June 10, 2024 at 01:34 PM


https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Clem, Yvonne, Cynthia, Gloria & Lorraine
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr..

Clem, Yvonne, Cynthia, Gloria & Lorraine - June 07, 2024 at
07:10 PM

Extending our deepest condolences and |
prayers for the Burkley family. Speaking

blessings into your lives and the comforting

Spirit during this season of bereavement. \A
Norris will forver be in our hearts.

Belanie Peavy and the entire Peavy family.

Belanie - June 07, 2024 at 11:21 AM

Our condolences to the family of Pastor !
Burkley. You have our heart felt sympathy.

May the Lord comfort you today, tomorrow
and always. \A

Your cousins,
Eartha, Sylvester, Jackie, Wayne and Wanda

Jackie Cook - June 06, 2024 at 06:03 AM


https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dudley & Genia Ellison planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Norris D. Burkley,

Sr..
Dudley & Genia Ellison - June 03, 2024 at 06:01 PM
Dudley & Genia Ellison purchased the Lily and R

ose Tribute Spray for the family of Pastor Norris
D. Burkley Sr..

Dudley & Genia Ellison - June 03, 2024 at 06:01 PM

The Little Rock Baptist Church Texas ]
City, Tx.Would like to extend their deepest
condolences and prayers to the Burkley
Family. Pastor R. L. Smith and Little Rock
Baptist Church Family.

Little Rock Baptist Church Texas City Tx - June 03, 2024 at 05:39 PM

True Vision Worship Center of Dallas Tx.
Would like to extend their deepest

J
condolences and prayers to the Burkley |
Family. Take your rest soldier. Well Done. “

True Vision Worship Center Dallas, Tx - June 03, 2024 at 05:36 PM



https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norrisdburkleyprofessionalservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My condolences and prayers to the Berkeley
Family of Galveston Texas. Rest Easy Angel

l
S5 4 4 4 || l |

O'Neal Jefferson from Dallas Tx - June 03, 2024 at 05:34 PM

Sending my condolences to the Burkley
family. Praying for your strength during this

J
time of bereavement and in the days to come. I |

Anna James - June 03, 2024 at 11:07 AM

From the REED FAMILY OUR PRAYERS FOR YOU THE BURKELY
FAMILY OUR CONDOLENCES MAY GOD REPLACE HURT WITH
JOY TEARS WITH A SMILE AND SADNESS WITH PEACE PRAYING
FOR COMFORT FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY GOD BLESS YOU ALL

SIS PAULA REED - June 03, 2024 at 05:07 PM

FROM LEONLUNDY @ BRENDALUNDY!INISENDING OUR
PRAYERS TO THE ENTIRE BURKLEY FAMILY WITH GOD
STRENGTH AND CONFORT.GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU ALL/

LEON LUNDY - June 06, 2024 at 12:46 PM

Pastor Norris D. Burkley Sr. family, our prayers are with you! JA, Norris
beautiful spirit will be missed, because he made such a huge impact on
every life that he touched! Norris is a true leader in Christ! We're
sending our condolences to your entire family!

Rene Phillips - June 10, 2024 at 08:26 PM



